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Process

The facilities master planning process was organized into three distinct phases as 
follows:

•	 Phase 1 - Inventory & Analysis 
•	 Phase 2 - Concept Development 
•	 Phase 3 - Master Plan Development

Phase 1 – Inventory & Analysis

The Inventory & Analysis Phase included the evaluation and documentation of existing 
physical conditions and space use throughout the Rock Valley College facilities as 
well as an in-depth understanding of programmatic needs and critical issues to be 
addressed as part of the planning  process. The evaluation of existing conditions was 
conducted through a series of site visits throughout the various college facilities as well 
as a thorough review of existing facility related documentation provided by the college. 
The programmatic needs and critical issues were identified through a series of focus 
group meetings and interviews with numerous stakeholder groups throughout the 
college community. Once gathered and evaluated, this information was reviewed with 
the Steering Committee and ultimately form the basis upon which the master planning 
concepts were developed.

Phase 2 - Concept Development 

Based on information derived during the Inventory and Assessment Phase, various 
concept alternatives were developed to address the concerns and issues that exist 
throughout the district. Each alternative was tested against the planning objectives and 
the identified program needs to ensure that they met the needs of the college, and 
were reviewed in detail with the Steering Committee. This phase of the process was 
highly iterative and interaction with the Steering Committee occurred primarily during 
a series of workshop sessions. 

Between the workshop sessions, the planning team documented, generated, and 
developed concepts and ideas for review at subsequent workshop sessions. 

At the completion of this phase, a consensus plan was agreed upon, reviewed by the 
Steering Committee and ultimately served as the initial draft of the Facilities Master 
Plan.

Phase 3 – The Master Plan

The consensus plan underwent additional development through various stages of 
testing and refinement. Simultaneously, cost estimates for each of the major projects 
identified in the master plan were developed. Ultimately, a final draft of the plan was 
prepared to clearly define the rationale and process for the planning effort.

Overview
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In 1985, voters approved the construction of the Woodward Technology Center (WTC), 
and the facility was completed in January of 1988.

In 1999, the College completed the development of its updated Facilities Master Plan, 
which resulted in the construction or acquisition of the following facilities:

•	 Construction of the Student Center (SC) addition
•	 Construction of the Support Services Building (SSB)
•	 Purchase of the Samuelson Road Center (SAML)
•	 Purchase of the Spring Brook Road House (SBHS)
•	 Renovation of the Educational Resource Center (ERC)

In 2008, the college completed the development of its updated Facilities Master Plan. 
As a result of this effort, the following facilities were constructed and renovated: 

•	 Expansion and renovation of the Physical Education Center (PEC) on the main 
campus

•	 Expansion and renovation of the Woodward Technology Center (WTC) on the main 
campus 

•	 Construction of the Karl J. Jacobs Center for Science and Math (JCSM) on the main 
campus

Following the development of the 2014 Facilities Master Plan, the following facilities 
were constructed and renovated: 

•	 Expansion and Renovation of Classroom Building I (CL I) on the main campus
•	 Construction of the Health Sciences Center (HSC) on the main campus
•	 Construction of the Aviation Career Education Center (ACEC) at Chicago Rockford 

International Airport 

In 2021, the college completed the construction of the Advanced Technology Center 
(ATC). This satellite facility, located in Belvedere IL, will serve as a regional center for 
advanced training and workforce development in manufacturing, technology, and 
industrial-based programs.
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College Background
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Existing Conditions
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A series of investigations and analyses were undertaken to serve as a basis for 
the Facilities Master Planning process. The investigation provided the context and 
framework from which the planning options were developed, and was organized into 
the following components:

•	 The College District
•	 Campus Locations 
•	 Site Adjacencies
•	 Land Use / Campus Zoning 
•	 Vehicular Circulation
•	 Parking 
•	 Pedestrian Circulation
•	 Campus / Building Organization 
•	 Existing Facilities Floor Plans 
•	 Space Utilization
•	 Natural Areas / Landscaping 
•	 Campus Infrastructure 

Analyses were created documenting the existing conditions of the above items.
Each analysis contains specific information that influenced how the overall plan was 
developed. 

Existing Conditions
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The land surrounding the Main Campus consists primarily of single-family residential 
areas with the exception of the northwest corner which consists of commercial 
property and the southeast corner which consists of multi-family residential property.

The western edge of the campus is bounded by Mulford Road, a four-lane road, and 
the southern edge of campus is bounded by Spring Brook Road, a two-lane road.

Due to the proximity of the campus to the adjoining residential areas, it is important 
to be cognizant of the impact that any future development on campus may have on its 
surrounding neighbors.

Site Adjacencies
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The Main Campus consists of approximately 217 acres and can be organized into six 
basic zones as follows:

•	 Academic Zone 
•	 Parking Zone 
•	 Natural / Vegetation Zone
•	 Historic / Cultural Zone 
•	 Recreation / Sports Zone 
•	 Support Zone 

The Academic Zone encompasses the primary academic / instructional facilities on 
campus and is located in the center of the area bounded by the perimeter ring road.

The Parking Zone consists of three distinct areas on campus and surrounds the 
Academic Zone. These areas accommodate the majority of vehicular parking on 
campus.

A Natural / Vegetation Zone extends through the Academic Zone from the southwest 
corner of campus to the northeast corner. This zone consists of a creek and wooded 
areas and creates a unique focal point for the campus.

The Historic / Cultural Zone is located directly southwest of the Academic Zone and 
consists of the original historic structures on campus as well as the Bengt Sjostrom 
Theatre.

The Recreation / Sports Zone is located within the northern half of the campus and 
includes competition and practice sports fields as well as open recreation space for 
community use.

The Support Zone consists of the Support Services Building located directly north of 
the perimeter road as well as the Boiler House located at the southeast corner of the 
Academic Zone.

Land Use / Campus Zoning
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Vehicular parking for the campus is accommodated through the use of surface lots 
located primarily along the north and south edges of the perimeter drive.

A total of 3,033 parking spaces are provided on campus as indicated in the legend.

Lot 1 primarily serves the Bengt Sjostrom Theatre (BST) as well as the Physical 
Education Center (PEC) while Lot 10 primarily serves the recreational / sports fields. 
The remaining lots on campus serve the facilities located within the Academic Zone.

Lots 2 through 4 and 7 through 9 have been designed to provide an inner thoroughfare 
parallel with the perimeter drive. This situation has been cited as a safety concern 
as vehicles enter the parking lots from the perimeter drive and cross the inner 
thoroughfare.

Parking
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Due to the varying topography on campus, there are two different levels of exterior 
pedestrian circulation between buildings. In general, as the topography drops along the 
creek’s edge, access to the buildings within the central portion of the Academic Zone 
from the creek level occurs at the lowest level (level 0) of the buildings, and access 
occurs at the first floor level (level 1) at all other locations.

The creek forms a natural divider between the north and south sides of the Academic 
Zone, however, five access points / bridges have been created to allow pedestrians to 
cross this natural barrier. The primary crossing occurs at a stone bridge connecting the 
plaza space between the Educational Resource Center (ERC) and Classroom Building 
I (CL I) to the south entrance of the Student Center (SC). This bridge aligns with a 
primary organizing axis running north and south through the campus. The other four 
access points across the creek are secondary in nature.

A walking path also exists along the perimeter ring road and around the recreation / 
sports fields and is available for community use.

Pedestrian Circulation
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The Main Campus currently houses sixteen (16) primary buildings totaling 
approximately 771,597 square feet in area, and the buildings within the Academic Zone 
are organized along two major organizing elements:

•	 A pedestrian axis running northwest to southeast
•	 Spring Creek running northeast to southwest

The Student Center (SC) is located in the approximate center of this cluster of buildings 
and is on the north side of the creek along with the Physical Education Center (PEC), 
the Woodward Technology Center (WTC), and the Health Sciences Center (HSC). The 
Educational Resource Center (ERC), Classroom Buildings I & II (CL I, CL II), the Karl J. 
Jacobs Center for Science and Math (JCSM), and the Boiler House (BH) are located on 
the south side of the creek.

The Bengt Sjostrom Theatre (BST) is clustered with the original farm buildings on 
campus to the southwest of the Academic Zone, and the Student Services Building 
(SSB) is located north of the perimeter ring road. All of the buildings outside of the 
Academic Zone are oriented in the true north-south direction.

Program spaces throughout the campus were analyzed within each of the existing 
facilities in order to identify the following information:

•	 Locations of spaces and functions on campus
•	 Adjacencies between various functions on campus
•	 Programmatic fragmentation within functional components

Areas of concern have been addressed as these issues were reviewed and discussed 
throughout the planning process.

Campus / Building Organization
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Student Center (SC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N
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Student Center (SC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 1

N
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Student Center (SC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 2

N
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Educational Resource Center (ERC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N
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Educational Resource Center (ERC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 1

N
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Physical Education Center (PEC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N
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Physical Education Center (PEC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 1

N
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Woodward Technology Center (WTC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N
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Woodward Technology Center (WTC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 1

N



34

Woodward Technology Center (WTC) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 2

N
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Classroom Building I (CLI) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N
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Classroom Building I (CLI) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 1

N
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Classroom Building I (CLI) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 2

N
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Classroom Building II (CLII) - Existing Floor Plan - Level 0

N


