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Academic Search Premier User Guide 
 

Academic Search Premier is a multi-disciplinary full text database containing full text for nearly 4,500 journals, 
including more than 3,600 peer-reviewed titles. In addition to the full text, this database offers indexing and 
abstracts for all 8,144 journals in the collection. This scholarly collection offers information in nearly every area of 
academic study including: computer sciences, engineering, physics, chemistry, language and linguistics, arts & 
literature, medical sciences, ethnic studies, and many more. 
 

Getting Started 
Academic Search Premier is available from both on-campus and off-campus computers. To use the database 
from home and other off-campus computer, you must have an Internet connection and be a current Rock Valley 
College student, administrator, faculty or staff member.  For instructions on how to access Academic Search 
Premier and many other databases from off-campus, see the guide entitled “Using Library Resources Off-
Campus.” 
 
Step 1. Access the Rock Valley College Library website at http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/library 
Step 2. Click the “Library Databases” link in left hand column. 
 

 
 

 

 2. Click “Library Databases” 
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Step 3. Scroll down the alphabetical list to the A’s and select Academic Search Premier  

 
 
 
 
 

3. Click  
Academic Search 
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Searching Academic Search Premier  
1. Select a Search Mode 

-Basic Search (basic or simple search) allows you to type in the keywords you want the computer to match. 
(Keyword Search is the default search.) 
 

2. Type in search terms 

  -Type your search words into the search box.. You may use single words (college), phrases (college students), or combine keywords using Boolean 

operator operators (time management AND college students), as explained below. 

-Boolean Operators (And, Or, Not):  Use to link or combine keywords. “And” finds records that have both your first and second keywords (time 

management and college student), and will narrow your search results.  “Or” finds records that contain either your first keyword or your second keyword, 

or both or both (time management or college student), and will broaden your search. or both (time management or college student), and will broaden 

your search. “Not” will allow you to eliminate certain words from your search. If a record contains a word the has been designated with a “not” 

(Bermuda not triangle) it will not be displayed. 

           -Truncation:  Use the asterisk (*) as the truncation symbol to search for all words starting with the same root. For example, student* will find student, and 

              students and stud* will find study, studying, student, students, etc. 
 

 
 

3. Search Limits 
There are several ways to further limit your search. 

-Li -Limit to “Linked Full Text.” This will cause only full-text articles to be returned as part of the search set. 
- -Limit to “Peer Reviewed”.   This will cause only scholarly journal articles to be returned as part of the set. 
- -Limit by “Publication Date.” Search for articles published in a specific timeframe. 
 - Limit by “Publication.” Search for article in a specific journal. 

 - Limit by “Publication Type.” Search for only periodical (journal), newspapers or book records. 
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 4. Start the search 
-Click the search button to begin searching. 
 

 
 

 
Viewing the Search Results 

 
The results of your search will be displayed after you click on the Search button.  The number of records or citations that have been returned will be shown in the All 
Results field. To change or modify the search click the Refine Search tab to the right of the Results tab. To access the abstract, click on the title of the article. Also, if the 
article is available in full-text, a link will be present. Click on the Full Text link to open the article. 
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Clicking on the title of the article will open up the complete record for the article. This will include all the necessary items need to correctly cite the article including the 
article title, author(s), source (journal name), and volume, issue, and date information. The record will also include subject headings which are terms that describe what 
the article is about. An abstract (summary) of the article may also be present. 
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Full Text Features of Academic Search Premier 
 

-Print, Save, E-mail and Auto Citation. Once you have opened a full-text article, you have the option to print the article, save to disk or e-mail the record to yourself. You may do 
so by selecting the appropriate link. Also, if you are e-mailing the document, you may select to include a copy of the article citation in a number of difference formats (APA, MLA, 
Chicago.) 
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-E-mailing an article 
1. Type in e-mail address in the “E-mail to:” line. 
2. Select “Citation Format” if desired and click on the drop down box to choose a specific format.   
3. Clck “Send.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Goldy, Instructional Librarian, 2010 
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