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Regular Meeting 

 

The Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Community College District No. 511, Winnebago, 

Boone, DeKalb, McHenry, Ogle, and Stephenson Counties, Illinois, convened in the Woodward 

Technology Center, Room 117, on the main campus, on Tuesday, September 28, 2004, at 

5:15 p.m. Chairperson Randy Schaefer called the meeting to order.   

 

Roll Call 

 

The following members of the Board were present: 

 Mr. Ted Biondo  Mr. Rick J. Johnson  

 Ms. Ann Dempsey Ms. Katherine Kelley 

 Ms. Danielle Gaines Dr. David L. Powers 

 Mr. Chris K. Johnson Mr. Randall J. Schaefer 

  

Dr. John H. Anderson, President; Ms. Suzanne Berger, Vice President of Institutional 

Advancement and Executive Vice President of the RVC Foundation; Mr. Robert Campbell, As-

sociate Vice President of Information Technology Services; Ms. Nancy Chamberlain, Assistant 

to the President; Ms. Shirley Hardy, Associate Vice President of Human Resource Services, Mr. 

Pete Kostantacos, College Attorney; Ms. Cheryl Krakow, Executive Vice President of Learning 

Services; and Mr. Sam Overton, Jr., Vice President of Administrative Services, were also 

present.   

 

Minutes 

 

On a motion by Ms. Katherine Kelley seconded by Mr. Ted Biondo and unanimous roll 

call vote, the minutes of August 24, 2004, and September 14, 2004, were approved. 

 

Communications and Petitions 

 

There were no communications or petitions. 

 

Recognition of Visitors 

 

 There were no visitors who wished to be recognized. 

 

Reports 

 

BR #6192 – Claims Sheet #587 

 It is recommended that the Board approve the claims sheet, from Datatel®, dated 

September 1, 2004.  The total is $1,851,503.84.   

 Approved on a motion by Ms. Ann Dempsey, seconded by Ms. Katherine Kelley and 

unanimous roll call vote.   
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Board Report #6193 - Purchase Report #563 
 It is recommended that the Board approve the marked items for purchase, with the 

exception of Item H, which was pulled from the report.   

 Ms. Ann Dempsey inquired as to whether Item E, Collaborative Solutions work for BPI 

and Item G, Tickets.com, would generate revenue for the college. Ms. Dempsey indicated that it 

would be helpful to receive information in the future about the budget and revenue of BPI, 

similar to the information received each year regarding the Starlight Theatre. Ms. Dempsey then 

asked if BPI and Starlight Theatre were expected to generate positive cash flow this year.  

 Ms. Cheryl Krakow replied that revenue information for BPI could be provided, and that 

the Starlight Theatre report and proposal would be provided in December.  

 Discussion followed regarding EIGERlab and revenue generating initiatives. 

 Approved, as amended, on a motion by Mr. Chris K. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Ted 

Biondo and unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Board Report #6194 - Personnel Report #546 

 It is recommended that the Board approve the listed items of personnel. 

 Approved on a motion by Mr. Chris K. Johnson, seconded by Dr. David Powers and 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 Mr. Rick J. Johnson requested a headcount chart be made available to the Board of 

Trustees. 

 Dr. John H. Anderson reported that we are working on a meaningful method of 

presenting it to the Board. 

 Mr. Rick J. Johnson asked if the number of employees at the college was decreasing. 

 Mr. Sam Overton, Jr., replied that we are systematically reviewing new hires to only 

reduce costs. 

 Dr. John H. Anderson pointed out that the appearance of whole numbers does not tell the 

whole story; each vacancy is re-evaluated.  

 

AR #109 - Resolution adopting Ethics Policy 

 Mr. Pete Kostantacos distributed a new version of an Ethics Ordinance for Board review. 

 Ms. Ann Dempsey made a motion and Mr. Ted Biondo seconded to remove the Ethics 

Policy, AR #109 discussion from table.  Mr. Chris K. Johnson, Ms. Katherine Kelley, Dr. David 

Powers, and Mr. Randall J. Schaefer voted no.  The motion failed. 

 Mr. Randall J. Schaefer explained that we have two versions before us; one with 

penalties, and one without. 

 Ms. Ann Dempsey made a motion to approve the Ethics Ordinance provided this 

evening, which includes the penalties and Mr. Rick J. Johnson seconded.   

 Discussion followed regarding the recommendations made by ICCTA and Robbins, 

Schwartz, et al.  Ms. Katherine Kelley asked Mr. Peter Kostantacos if a policy would be 

adequate. Mr. Kostantacos replied that it would be acceptable for the Board to adopt a policy that 

references the penalties in the statute, which he believed was sufficient. 

 Ms. Ann Dempsey stated that Robbins, Schwartz, et al. believes we should not adopt the 

ICCTA version.   She indicated that she respects their opinion, and they believe that we may be 

in violation of the statute if we adopt a version that does not include the penalties because the 

statute provides that the ordinance adopted may not be less restrictive than the statute.  

 Mr. Peter Kostantacos indicated that the ICCTA version refers to the statute. 
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 Roll call vote:  Mr. Ted Biondo, no; Ms. Ann Dempsey, yes; Ms. Danielle Gaines, yes; 

Mr. Chris K. Johnson, no; Mr. Rick J. Johnson, yes; Ms. Katherine Kelley, no; Dr. David 

Powers, no; and Mr. Randall J. Schaefer, no.   

 Approval of the Ethics Ordinance failed. 

 Ms. Katherine Kelley made a motion to approve the ethics law that already exists as Rock 

Valley College policy, and Mr. Ted Biondo seconded. 

 Discussion followed.  Ms. Ann Dempsey called the question. 

 Roll call vote:  Mr. Ted Biondo, yes; Ms. Ann Dempsey, yes; Ms. Danielle Gaines 

abstained, Mr. Chris K. Johnson, no; Mr. Rick J. Johnson, no; Ms. Katherine Kelley, yes; Dr. 

David Powers, no; and Mr. Randall J. Schaefer, yes. The motion to approve the ethics law as 

College policy was called for vote. 

 Mr. Chris J. Johnson explained that the Board has to adopt a policy within that law.  He 

said that he doesn’t think we can adopt a law unless it’s to adopt the law as college policy. 

 On roll call vote:  Mr. Ted Biondo voted yes, Ms. Ann Dempsey voted no, Ms. Danielle 

Gaines voted no, Mr. Chris K. Johnson voted no, Mr. Rick J. Johnson voted no, Ms. Katherine 

Kelley voted yes, Dr. David Powers abstained, and Mr. Randall J. Schaefer voted no.  The 

motion to adopt the ethics law as College policy failed. 

 Ms. Katherine Kelley made a motion to adopt the Ethics Policy without penalties, and Dr. 

David Powers seconded.   

On roll call vote, Mr. Ted Biondo voted no, Ms. Ann Dempsey voted no, Ms. Danielle 

Gaines abstained, Mr. Chris K. Johnson voted no, Mr. Rick J. Johnson voted no, Ms. Katherine 

Kelley voted yes, Dr. David Powers abstained, and Mr. Randall J. Schaefer voted yes. The 

motion to adopt the ethics policy without penalties failed. 

Dr. David Powers commented that at a recent ICCTA meeting he learned that community 

colleges throughout the state are adopting a variety of models, and he did not have a clear 

understanding of the difference between the ICCTA version and the Ordinance recommended by 

Robbins, Schwartz, et al. 

Ms. Ann Dempsey recommended that Dr. David Powers contact Robbins, Schwartz, et 

al. with questions and explanation of their opinion. 

 Dr. David Powers explained that ICCTA and their attorneys representing all the 

community colleges in Illinois disagree with Robbins, Schwartz, et al. 

 Mr. Randall J. Schaefer asked Dr. Anderson to obtain an analysis from ICCTA and 

Robbins, Schwartz, et al. 

 Dr. John H. Anderson replied that he will do so. 

 

AR #112 - Resolution calling for Election 

 Approved on a motion by Dr. David Powers seconded by Ms. Katherine Kelley and 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

AR #113 - Resolution approving President’s Contract 

 A motion was made by Mr. Chris K. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Rick J. Johnson to 

approve the resolution. 

 Ms. Katherine Kelley indicated that she had not seen the contract.  She asked Ms. Nancy 

Chamberlain if she had been notified that the e-mail had not been transmitted to Ms. Katherine 

Kelley. 
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 Ms. Nancy Chamberlain reported that the e-mail appeared to have been delivered to all 

Board members.  She indicated that she will be happy to send it again. 

 The motion was approved on majority roll call vote.  Ms. Katherine Kelley voted no, 

stating that she had not yet seen the contract. 

 

AR #114- Resolution adopting Trustees Code 

 Approved on a motion by Ms. Ann Dempsey seconded by Dr. David Powers and 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 Discussion followed regarding the Trustees code being made part of the bylaws at some 

point in the future. 

 

ICCTA  

 Dr. David Powers provide an update.  Discussion followed regarding Harper College 

considering offering baccalaureate degrees. 

 

Student Trustee Report 

Ms. Danielle Gaines reported that she would be attending an IBHE Advisory meeting this 

weekend. 

 

 

 On a motion by Ms. Danielle Gaines, seconded by Ms. Ann Dempsey and approved by 

unanimous voice vote, the meeting was recessed at 6:23 p.m. 

 The meeting re-opened at 6:33 p.m.  All members were present. 

 On a motion by Ms. Katherine Kelley, seconded by Mr. Rick J. Johnson and unanimous 

roll call vote, the discussion on the President’s contract was re-opened now that Ms. Kelley had 

reviewed the contract. 

  

AR #113 - Resolution approving President’s Contract 

 Approved on a motion by Ms. Ann Dempsey, seconded by Mr. Rick J. Johnson and 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

 At 6:35 p.m., Ms. Ann Dempsey departed, and Mr. Rick J. Johnson assumed duties as 

secretary. 

 

Status Updates 

 

Audit Update:  Mr. Sam Overton, Jr., provided an update on the audit. 

 

Public Speaking at Open Meetings:  Ms. Nancy Chamberlain provided results of her research 

to the Board of Trustees for their consideration.   

 

Bylaws and Trustees Code: The bylaws will be reviewed for possible revision. 

 

New Business 
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Security Report: 

 Mr. Chris K. Johnson asked if someone could speak to the data provided in the security 

report.  He said that he would like more specific information regarding security beyond what is 

contained in this report, particularly regarding theft. Chief Joe Drought indicated that such 

information will be provided to the Board. 

  

Meetings in November: 

Mr. Randall J. Schaefer explained that, traditionally, we have a business meeting in 

December on the second Tuesday.  He asked if the Board wants to follow this same procedure in 

November, as well. 

 Mr. Chris K. Johnson replied that he thinks it is not a good idea to reduce the number of 

meetings right now as there is a lot of work to be done. 

 Mr. Randall J. Schaefer asked if there was a consensus.  Consensus was that the Board of 

Trustees will hold two meetings in November and one meeting in December. 

 

Board Discussion 

 

 Dr. John H. Anderson reported that we will be providing enrollment data at the October 

2004 business meeting. 

 

President’s Comments 

 

Accolades:  Several accolades were presented to the Board members.   

 

Announcements from Members of the Cabinet:   

 Cabinet members provided updates in their areas.  Discussion followed regarding the 

status of a potential child care center and Channel 20. 

 Mr. Sam Overton, Jr., described a critical situation wherein the batteries in the back-up 

systems in ERC, CL1 & CL2 are failing, creating a recurring failure in the alarm system.  

 Mr. Chris K. Johnson made a motion to authorize Dr. Anderson and administrative staff 

to accept the lowest responsible bid, preferably local, and Mr. Rick J. Johnson seconded.  The 

motion was approved on unanimous roll call vote.   

 Ms. Shirley Hardy shared condolences with the Board over the loss of an employee and a 

student this week. 

 Ms. Suzanne Berger presented Mr. Dave Arnold, Vice President of the Foundation. 

 Mr. Dave Arnold read information from the Foundation attorney: 

 

 “My clients, Rock Valley College Foundation, have authorized me to communicate their 

election to terminate the Contract pursuant to the premises inspection contingency set 

forth in the Contract.” 

 

 Mr. Arnold also reported that the Foundation has moved to table the investigation of 

housing. 

 

Adjourn to Closed Session 
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 A motion made by Mr. Rick J. Johnson seconded by Mr. Ted Biondo and approved by 

unanimous roll call vote, to adjourn to closed session.  The meeting adjourned to closed session 

at 6:58 p.m. 

 

Reconvene Open Session 

 

 On a motion by Mr. Chris K. Johnson, seconded by Ms. Katherine Kelley and unanimous 

roll call vote, the open session was reconvened at 7:26 p.m. 

 On a motion by Mr. Chris K. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Ted Biondo and unanimous roll 

call vote, the addendum to the Faculty Contract was laid over until October to provide all 

Trustees an opportunity to review the document. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

The dates of the next regularly scheduled meetings are Tuesday, October 12, 2004 

(strategic), and Tuesday, October 26, 2004 (business), at 5:15 p.m., at the Woodward 

Technology Center in Room 117.   

 

Adjournment 

 

 On motion by Mr. Ted Biondo seconded by Ms. Danielle Gaines and unanimous voice 

vote, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

 

Submitted by Nancy Chamberlain. 

 

 

               

Ms. Ann Dempsey, Secretary Mr. Randall J. Schaefer, Chair 


